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Fast-Track Projects 
Facing Speed Bump 

by Mich Cardin
Courant News Writer

The city’s fast-track approval process for
sheds, decks and pools will not apply to
residents living in historic districts, like
the South End.

Last week the city’s Inspectional
Services Department (ISD) began expe-
diting permit requests for home improve-
ment projects that are prevalent in pre-
summer months. However, residents locat-
ed in one of Boston’s nine historic districts
will be required to seek approval from the
district commission, within the standard
timeframe. 

While pools are extremely rare in the
South End, requests for sheds and ground-
level decks are occasionally reviewed,
according to Walter Maros, preservation
planner for the South End Landmark
District Commission (SELDC). 

“The existence of a fast-track program
doesn’t eliminate our process,” Maros said,
who noted the landmark review process
could take two to three weeks. “We’ve got
a statute on how the landmarks are to
operate.”

Maros noted that South End projects
that do not face a public way are exempt
from landmark review and would be eligi-
ble for an accelerated decision from ISD.
Backyard sheds would most likely require
landmark review if they were located on a
corner of a lot or were adjacent to a private
way or building. 

While roof decks and rear decks are
most prevalent in the South End, only
ground-floor open decks are eligible for
ISD’s fast-track schedule.

ISD Commissioner Bryan Glascock said
that the expedited schedule, which guar-
antees projects to be reviewed within
seven days, offering some immediate deci-
sions, is to allow a high influx of seasonal
home improvements to be built in time for
summer.

“As it gets warmer the ball starts
rolling,” Glascock said.  “We want to make
sure residents are able to get that permit
quickly and do it the right way.”

Other historic districts that may not be
subject to quick approvals include the St.
Botolph area, Bay Village and the Back
Bay. 
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SOUTH END

Drug Problems Plague
BMC Pharmacy Area 

by Mich Cardin
Courant News Writer

The South End’s ongoing crime affliction
has landed on the steps of Boston Medical
Center’s (BMC) outpatient pharmacy.

In the past month nearly 10 incidents have
been reported outside of and in the general
vicinity of BMC’s Harrison Avenue outpa-

tient pharmacy that also has an entrance on
Massachusetts Avenue, according to District
4 police data. They include a victim being
robbed of prescription drugs at knifepoint,
drug possession with an intent to distribute,
and assault and battery of a police officer.

“It is not being reported to us, and we can’t
Continued on page 10
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An entrance to BMC’s outpatient pharmacy on Massachusetts Avenue 
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ety of reasons, but normally after the clubs let
out, was seeing an inordinate amount of traffic
accidents,” said BTD Commissioner Thomas
Tinlin. 

Although drivers rarely stayed at the scene,
“The speculation is that because (accidents)
were occurring in early morning hours after bars
closed, there was some drinking that had been
going on,” said Steve Young, president of the
Beacon Hill Civic Association (BHCA). “But
that isn’t to say the problem wasn’t occurring
under other conditions as well.”

In order to improve visibility, BTD repainted
street markings to help cars turning left onto
Beacon Street stay in their designated lanes,
Tinlin said. Additionally, two Beacon Street
parking spaces were removed to allow for a
greater turning radius. 

Reflective yellow signage on Charles Street
South was also added to alert drivers to the
upcoming traffic island. 

“It seems to have had the desired effect,”
Tinlin said.  

The repeated collisions took a toll not only

on Codman Island’s physical structure, but
also hastened the depletion of the Codman
Island maintenance fund. 

Since the island and its endowment was
created more than 20 years ago, BHCA has
shouldered maintenance costs with the help
of the Beacon Hill Garden Club, which vol-
untarily plants flowers each spring. Although
the association received small donations and
insurance payouts from the collisions over the
years, the repairs necessitated by car crashes,
in addition to annual maintenance work,
exhausted the fund a couple of years ago. 

The past seven years have seen a net aver-
age maintenance cost of $4,700 and an annu-
al shortfall of $2,700, which was ultimately
drawn from the BHCA’s general budget.

“We are actively pursuing all possible
sources in order to not have the cost of
maintaining the island be an annual drain
on the general budget of the civic associa-
tion,” Young said. “If you’re driving in the
city, coming along Charles Street South
toward the Beacon Hill neighborhood, the
first thing you see is Codman Island. You
want it to be as welcoming and attractive as
it can possibly be.”

Codman Island
continued from page 5

only one trace: the ducklings, sporting festive
bonnets or Boston sports team T-shirts.  

For the last eight years, ever since the Red
Sox won the World Series in 2004, this
unnamed stylist has been dressing the duck-
lings for various occasions, according to
Jacque Goddard, spokesperson for the
Boston Parks Department. 

On Saint Patrick’s Day, they wear tiny
green leprechaun hats. For Easter, they don
their best bonnets, and they show off their
sports T-shirts when their favorite team wins.
They have even wrapped up in scarves on
especially chilly days. Bostonians will have to
wait with bated breath to see what the ducks
will wear for the annual Duckling Day Parade
on Sunday, May 13.

“It is just the most delightful, serendipitous

mystery,” said Liz Vizza, executive director of
the Friends of the Public Garden. 

Neither the Parks Department nor the
Friends know who the wardrobe guru is,
though people have asked around, but stake-
outs will not be scheduled anytime soon. 

“It might kill some of the joy,” Vizza said.
“They’re doing a fine job without us.”

The act of outfitting statues has become a
trend, Goddard said. When the Red Sox won
the World Series in 2007, the frog above the
Tadpole Playground was sporting a Sox T-
shirt. In 2011 statues of John Singleton
Copley in Copley Square, Mayor Michael
Curley in Faneuil Hall and Christopher
Columbus on the Waterfront were decked
out in hooded Patriots sweatshirts in honor
of coach Bill Belichick. 

The frog outfit was condoned by the Parks
Department because the statue was intended
to be interactive, Goddard said. However,
outfitting for Misters Copley, Curley and
Columbus required a permit. 

Ducklings
continued from page 1

control what happens,” said Gina Digravio,
media relations manager for BMC. “This
isn’t a hospital issue. It’s an urban area. It’s
where we’re located. We work closely with
Boston police.”

Digravio declined to discuss specific inci-
dents occurring in or outside of the pharmacy
and was unable to provide the amount of
BMC security patrolling the facility. 

“We see it every morning. On the steps and
out in the street,” said George Stergios, presi-
dent of the Worcester Square Area
Neighborhood Association that abuts BMC.
“Around 9 am when the pharmacy opens
(addicts) get their drugs and exchange them
with each other. They remedicate themselves.
Sometimes you will see money too.”

Stergios noted that BMC offers care to
many low-income individuals and those with-
out health insurance, making it easy for
addicts or the homeless to utilize the emer-
gency room and receive pharmaceutical drug
prescriptions.

“Drug addiction and all of the activities

that accompany the addiction in order to
feed the habit is at the root (of ) this,” said
Sgt. Gino Provenzano of District 4. “BMC’s
outpatient pharmacy is extremely busy. Our
interactions with those we encounter through
arrests or investigations has revealed that they
are traveling from both inside and outside the
city.”

Provenzano noted that while a number of
drug-related arrests have been made in the
pharmacy area, the issue extends beyond
BMC to much of the South End. The area is
often flooded with addicts, many who travel
in for services offered by the neighborhood’s
shelters and methadone clinics. 

“I’ve personally never seen the addiction
problem worse than it is now,” said
Provenzano, who is a 42-year Boston resident
and 16-year police officer. “These problems
are not completely isolated from one another.
They tend to be interrelated. Addiction and
how to address it? (A) lack of prison beds,
lack of long-term recovery beds … is at the
heart of the problem.”

“BMC has the financial resources.”
Stergios said. “They could do a better job
policing the area and keeping an eye on what’s
going on. In the end, these are deeper prob-
lems.”

BMC 
continued from page 7

“Boston has an enormous portfolio of beauti-
ful buildings that are not properly lit,” said Diane
Georgopulos, president of Light Boston, which 
has been involved in lighting projects on the
State House dome, the Moakley Bridge and the
Chinatown Gateway. “If you’ve ever walked
through Copley Square at night, it’s daunting.
We thought that it was a premier space and with
better lighting could create a wonderful atmos-
phere.”

Georgopulos and others from the organiza-
tions sought input from abutting businesses and
residents, including a committee from The
Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel. 

“It’s a very dark space,” said Kim Poliquin,
founding director of SHIFTboston. “Copley
was the greatest area of concern. People coming
to Boston take the train into the Back Bay, and
there have been complaints of feeling unsafe
because it’s so dark. It’s hard to believe, given the
history and importance of the square. It’s amaz-
ing how nobody has cared to light it. We wanted
to do it right before someone just puts new light
posts in.”

The competition, known as GLOW, received
more than 30 international and local design sub-
missions from students and professionals, which

have been narrowed down to three finalists,
including a candidate from Cambridge.
Finalists, who will be announced at an event on
Wednesday, May 16, will then work with local
lighting manufacturers to determine the feasibil-
ity of their designs.

Global submissions were accepted to receive
“a broader sense of possibility” and “different
cultural sensibilities to lighting design,” accord-
ing to Georgopulos, who noted one finalist hails
from Romania. 

A finalist will be selected by an independent
jury, which includes the head of MIT’s School of
Architecture. Fundraising efforts will be initiat-
ed after a winner is chosen, and the city, which
has been in communication with Georgopulos
and Poliquin, will be approached with the
potential project. 

Paul Tormey, regional vice president and gen-
eral manager of The Fairmont Copley Plaza
Hotel, said that while lighting is adequate for vis-
itors’ safety, the aesthetics of the square and sur-
rounding buildings could benefit from addition-
al light, including the façade of his building,
Trinity Church and the Boston Public Library.
Tormey is open to design suggestions, both tra-
ditional and modern.

“I’m always struck when I go to New York
City and look up at 30 Rock and think, ‘It’s
beautiful. It pops,’” Tormey said. “I think we have
these beautiful buildings that could look a lot
nicer.”

Copley Lights 
continued from page 1

votes,” McDonald said. 
It also helped that Lomasney used legal

nuances to his advantage, like hiring thousands
of homeless to sleep in his district every April
after discovering that people were registered to
vote based on where they slept on the night of
April 1. 

Lomasney also managed to appeal to the
Yankees of the day through his careful study of

the American legal system and strict honor code,
which helped him further his agendas in the
state legislature. 

“But he was no angel. He was tough,”
McDonald said. 

Every man running for office in Ward 8 had to
get Lomasney’s approval. After one particular
man failed to do so, history has it that Lomasney
registered a second candidate with the same
name to confuse voters. 

“Supposedly he had a safe in the Hendricks
Club that had dirt on everyone,” Lucia said. “No
one ever proved if he did or didn’t, but he had
the political power to change votes.”

Lomasney
continued from page 5
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